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Biographical  Memorial  of  Patrick  Henry » 

Governor  henry,  generally  known  in  his  day  by  the  moi*e  homely 
and  familiar  title  «  Patrick  Henry it  is  believed  was  born  about  the  yeaa’ 
1740.  It  does  not  appear  from  all  that  has  been  recorded  of  him,  what  was 
the  precise  condition  of  his  parentage.  It  may  be  confidently  asserted  that 
the  chronicles  of  the  prQvincial  governments,  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and 
of  the  institution  of  the  present  forms  of  government  in  Virginia  and  the 
United  States,  afford  less  precise  information  of  Mr.  Henry,  and  his  specific 
services,  than  of  any  other  gentleman,  at  all  distinguished  at  the  same  pe¬ 
riod.  He  was  born  at  a  time  and  among  a  people,  when  and  with  whom  fami¬ 
ly  legends  were  not  very  fashionable,  unless  they  could  be  gilded  by  official 
lustre,  or  the  more  imposing  though  stupid  pageantry  of  opulence.  In  the 
colonial  era,  the  agents  of  the  crown  and  all  other  persons  advantageously 
connected  with  the  public  offices  were  from  the  mother  country;  conse¬ 
quently  the  public  archives  contain  few  traces  of  persons  not  in  the  confi¬ 
dence  or  employment  of  the  provincial  governments. 

It  has  been  seen  with  much  pleasure  that  Mr.  William  Wirt,  a  lawyer 
of  eminence  at  the  bar  of  Virginia,  and  a  reputable  author,  has  proposed  to 
publish  the  life  of  Mr.  Henry.  It  is  therefore  to  be  presumed  that  the  world 
will  shortly  be  furnished  with  an  authentic  and  interesting  memoir  of  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  American  characters. 

The  sequel  has  been  formed  mostly  from  the  recollection  of  the  editor, 
who  at  a  former  day  was  the  intimate  collegiate  acquaintance  of  two  sons 
of  Mr.  Henry,  Patrick  and  Fayette^  and  at  one  time  spent  more  than  a  year 
jj[\  that  section  of  Virginia  which  abounds  with  many  traditional  anecdotes 
of  the  subject  of  this  partial  memorial. 

Mr.  Henry  was  of  an  obscure  family;  his  education  was  limited,  and  little 
calculated  to  form  an  ordinary  genius  for  eminence.  His  elevation,  fame 
and  influence  resulted  from  unlettered,  unadorned,  but  strong  intuitive  fa¬ 
culties.  His  great  mind  bounded  over  all  juvenile  preparation  for  the  ac¬ 
tive  scenes  of  life.  He  was  formed  by  nature  a  prophet  among  the  most  wise 
and  most  learned.  He  was  excused  from  the  tardy  and  sometimes  discou¬ 
raging  process  of  scholastic  ratiocination,  and  at  the  age  when  others  yield 
blossoms  of  hope,  often  blighted  by  towardness  or  adversity,  he  was  covered 
with  delicious  fruit  fully  matured. 

Mr.  Henry  was  a  man  of  genius,  eloquence  and  virtue.  He  stepped  on 
the  stage  of  life  without  previous  notification;  he  selected  and  acted  his  own 
character  without  the  ceremonies  of  rehearsal;  his  appearance  commanded 
applause,  his  performances  were  followed  by  universal  eclat,  and  his  exit 
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left  his  country  in  tears.  In  every  situation  of  life  he  manifested  an  accume 
perception  and  love  of  truth,  which  he  always  courted  as  the  charm  of  his 
affections;  and  clearly  demonstrated  by  every  calculation  he  compvited,  and 
every  conclusion  he  deduced,  that  judgment  taught  him  what  experience 
alone  could  teach  his  cotemporaries.  He  was,  let  it  be  repeated,  a  man  of 
genius,  eloquence  and  virtue.  His  endowments  were  loaned  to  him  by  the 
great  benefactor  of  mankind,  and  were,  during  a  long  period  of  trust,  con¬ 
stantly  employed  in  the  service  of  the  great  donor,  and  the  favored  benefi¬ 
ciaries  of  his  merciful  providence 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five,  Mr.  Henry  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Assembly  of  Virginia.  During  the  session  of  1765  he  introduced  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Legislature ‘certain  resolutions,  fraught  with  the  spirit 
of  popular  liberty,  and  pointedly  protesting  against  the  tyranny  of  Great- 
Britain,  which  then  had  begun  to  be  displayed  with  iron  features,  in  all  the 
colonics,  but  particularly  in  Virginia.  His  resolutions  were  accepted  by  a 
majority  of  the  assembly,  and  were  the  first  adopted  by  any  of  the  American 
colonics,  in  opposition  to  the  famous  stamp  act.  They  not  only  declared 
what  was  tyranny  and  usurpation,  and  in  contravention  of  chartered  rights, 
but  fully  defined  and  prescribed  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  co¬ 
lonists.  These  resolutions  are  justly  considered  the  commencement  of  that 
opposition,  which,  though  varied  from  time  to  time,  ultimately  resulted  in 
the  establishment  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States.  It  may  rightly 
be  supposed  that  the  debate  they  occasioned  was  turbulent  and 
on  one  side,  zealous,  determined  and  vehement  on  the  other.  The  apolo-^ 
gists  of  tyranny  and  the  advocates  of  British  pretensions  raised  the  cry  of 

treaHon!'*^  against  the  advocates  of  liberty  and  the  rights  of  the  colonists. 
In  the  midst  of  the  storm  Mr.  Henry,  though  young  and  comparatively  un¬ 
known,  burst  forth  with  the  awful  thunder  of  his  eloquence.  He  seared  the 
imperial  visages  of  his  haughty  antagonists  by  his  consuming  scowl,  and 
poured  out  a  torrent  of  vengeance,  on  all  who  arrayed  themselves  against 
a  people  determined  to  assert  their  freedom.  Encouraged  by  the  undis¬ 
mayed  defence  of  their  champion-leader,  his  associates  marched  boldly  with 
him  to  the  point  of  decision.  It  is  recorded  hi  various  reports  of  that 
celebrated  rencounter,  that,  even  while  yet  the  British  authority  remained 
unbroken,  and  the  old  system  of  sergeantry  still  continued  of  force  in  the 
country,  while  the  very  hall,  in  which  the  assembly  of  Virginia  convened, 
was  thronged  with  his  Majesty’s  officers  and  procurers,  Mr.  Henry,  stimu¬ 
lated  by  the  insolent  and  menacing  denunciations  aimed  at  him  personally, 
by  his  royal  antagonists,  exclaimed,  n  Caesar  had  his  Brutus,  Charles  the 
hirst  a  Cromwell,  and  George  the  Third—’*  here  he  was  called  to  order 
at  the  instance  of  the  presiding  officer. 

Mr.  Henry  had  not  been  destined  by  his  parents  or  qualified  by  education 
tor  any  public  protession.  He  grew  up  in  the  wonted  occupations  of  a  Vir¬ 
ginia  husbandman.  Although  accustomed  to  read  at  leisure  seasons,  for  his 
improvement  and  for  the  gratification  of  an  early  taste  for  books,  he  had  no^. 
adjusted  himself  to  the  expectation  or  design  of  becoming  a  public  speaker. 
He  always  manifested  a  singular  disinclination  to  what  is  esteemed  popu- 
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larity.  Notwithstanding  he  inherited  from  nature  great  personal  qualifica¬ 
tions  to  become  the  theme  of  popular  applause,  and  the  object  of  demo¬ 
cratic  idolatry,  yet  at  an  early  period  he  shrunk  from  the  touch  of  vulgar 
associates,  nor  did  he  ever  in  his  life  swerve  from  the  majesty  of  his  spirit, 
the  dignity  of  his  sentiments  or  the  line  of  strict  rectitude,  from  a  persua¬ 
sion  of  his  ascendancy  over  the  judgment  and  aflections  of  the  multitude, 
attached  to  him  by  the  benevolence  of  his  temper,  the  ardency  of  his  devo¬ 
tion  to  liberty,  and  the  spell  of  his  rapturous  eloquence. 

^  Virginia  was  indebted  to  a  mere  accident  for  the  ultimate  and  more  ac¬ 
complished  development  of  the  intellectual  powers  of  Mr.  Henry.  Some 
time  after  his  public  debut  in  the  Virginia  assembly,  he  was  appointed  an 
executor  by  the  will  of  a  deceased  neighbour,  whose  estate  was  involved  in 
great  litigatioiu  In  the  execution  of  the  trust  committed  to  him  he  was 
obliged  to  attend  court;  and  to  the  counsel  engaged  by  him  he  discovered 
a  wonderful  aptitude  for  business,  at  the  bar  of  justice.  His  wariness,  fore¬ 
sight,  apprehension  of  the  testimony  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  his 
causes,  his  method  in  preparation  and  unerring  anticipation  of  his  anta¬ 
gonists,  on  every  point  in  contest,  left  nothing  for  the  counsel  to  advise  or 
supply.  Thus  were  developed  the  qualities  of  mind  necessary  to  success  in 
a  lawyer  or  advocate.  He  was  therefore  persuaded  to  prepare  himself  by 
study  for  the  practice  of  the  law;  though  now  considerably  forward  in  years, 
and  past  the  time  most  suitable  to  lay  the  foundation  of  eminence  in  any 
.public  profession. 

In  a  short  time  he  presented  himself  before  the  proper  tribunal  for  ex¬ 
amination.  He  was  judged  to  be  duly  qualified,  and  was  enrolled  one  of  that 
very  honorable  and  useful  fraternity,  to  which  our  country  is  much  indebted 
for  the  great  and  inestimable  blessings  it  enjoys.  It  is  justice  to  the  memory 
of  Mr.  Henry  to  state  that  he  contributed  much  in  his  day  to  enhance  the 
respectability  of  the  profession,  which  he  ultimately  selected  and  pursued, 
and  perhaps  more  than  any  other  individual  removed  from  the  public  mind 
an  unreasonable  prejudice  against  lawyers. 

Mr.  Henry  embarked  in  the  practice  immediately  after  his  admission, 
and,  contrary  even  to  his  own  expectation,  for  he  was  a  man  of  little  vanity, 
and  of  great  humility  in  the  estimation  of  himself,  advanced  instantly,  as  it 
were,  to  the  first  eminence.  He  became  famous  as  a  criminal  pleader;  inso¬ 
much,  that  he  was  employed  in  every  important  cause  that  occurred  in  his 
circuit;  and  generally  on  his  own  terms.  Indeed  so  wide  spread  was  his 
celebrity,  that  he  was  frequently  waited  on  by  messengers  from  a  distance, 
to  retain  him  in  great  cases,  out  of  the  circuit  in  which  he  usually  prac¬ 
tised. 

Mr.  Henry  was  chosen  in  1774  one  of  the  deputies  from  Virginia  to  the 
first  congress  of  the  confederate  colonies,  and  was  on  the  committee  of 
that  body  who  drew  up  the  petition  of  that  year  to  the  King. 

In  May  1775  Lord  Dunmore,  then  governor  of  Virginia,  conveyed  on 
hoard  of  a  transport  vessel  in  the  use  of  the  British  government  a  quantity 
of  powder,  from  the  public  magazine  at  Williamsburgh,  to  secure  it  from 
Seizure  by  the  eitjzens.  Me.  Henry  assembled  the  independent  miljtia  com- 


\  , 


.» ' 


V 


■V-T- 


1 


i 


■v:i 


\:  -i 


Biografihictil  Memorial  of  Patrick  Henry. 


panics  of  Hanover  and  Prince  William  counties  and  marched  thim  in  the 
direction  of  Williamsburgh,  with  the  avowed  determination  of  compelling 
a  restitution  of  the  powder  to  the  magazine,  or  payment  equal  to  its  value 
by  a  fair  computation.  His  purpose  was  completely  effected.  The  King’s 
receiver  general,  to  avoid  the  more  dangerous  alternative,  executed  a  bill 
equal  to  the  value  of  the  powder,  which  from  prudential  motives  was  retained 
by  the  governor.  The  spirit  and  decision  of  Mr.  Henry  in  this  affair  left  no 
room  for  hesitation.  The  alternative  was,  pay  for  the  ponvcler^  or  fight  for  it. 

Lord  Dunmore,  upon  this  intimation  of  an  approaching  crisis,  forthwith 
fortified  his  palace,  and  issued  a  proclamation  charging  those  concerned  ih 
the  enterprise  with  rebellious  practices.  This  proclamation  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  only  produced  a  counter-declaration;  for  no  sooner  was  it  issued  than 
the  people  assembled  in  county  meetings  and  testified  their  approbation  of 
Mr.  Henry,  declared  his  conduct  patriotic,  and  exchanged  pledges  to  pro¬ 
tect  him.' 

Lord  Dunmore  having  departed  for  England,  Mr.  Henry  was  chosen  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  commonwealth,  in  the  year  1776.  He  continued  to  govern 
Virginia  for  several  years,  using  all  means  in  his  power  to  promote  the 
freedom  and  independence  of  his  country. 

In  the  year  1778  an  attempt  was  made  by  several  persons,  leagued  se¬ 
cretly  for  the  purpose,  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  American  people 
from  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army.  The  project,  dark,  insidious 
and  ungrateful,  was  to  be  effected  by  addressing  anonymous  letters  to  dis¬ 
tinguished  and  influential  gentlemen  in  various  sections  of  the  country,  sug¬ 
gesting  objections  to  a  continuance  of  General  Washington  at  the  head  of 
the  army,  on  various  pretexts.  One  of  these  letters  was  addressed  to  Mr. 
Henry,  then  governor  of  Virginia,  and  distinguished  as  a  patriot  of  the 
first  energy  and  infliience.  With  his  usual  shrewdness  he  instantly  dis¬ 
cerned  through  the  anonymous  disguise  the  intent  of  the  authors.  He  con¬ 
cluded  at  once  that  the  letter  covered  a  sinister,  ambitious  or  traitorous  de¬ 
sign,  to  supplant  the  commander  in  chief,  in  whom  Mr.  Henry  reposed 
immutable  confidence.  With  a  magnanimity  that  belonged  to  his  noble 
heart,  a  promptitude  inspired  by  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  an 
indignation  at  the  manner  in  which  his  own  integrity  hail  been  assailed,  he 
decided  against  the  calumniators  of  Washington,  and,  to  apprize  him  of  the 
danger  that  surrounded  him,  he  communicated  the  anonymous  libel  to  the 
General,  with  such  remarks  as  the  occasion  required. 

The  correspondence  between  Mr.  Henry  and  General  Washington  on 
this  m.omentous  and  delicate  occasion  was  equally  honourable  to  the  candour, 
prudence  and  intelligence  of  both.  In  one  of  several  letters  from  the  former 
to  the  latter  there  are  these  remarkable  sentences.  “  While  you  face  the 
armed  enemies  of  your  country  and  our  liberty  in  the  field,  and  by  the  favour 
of  God  are  preserved  unhurt,  I  trust  your  fellow  citizens  will  never  cherish 
a  miscreant  who  would  ruin  their  ablest  defender;  but  when  arts  unworthy 
honest  men  are  practised,  to  traduce  you  and  diminish  your  usefulness,  I 
think  it  not  amiss,  but  a  duty  to  assure  you  of  the  continuation  of  the  pub- 

an  unshaken  confidence  in  your  integrity  and  ability.*^ 


ic  esteem  for  you,  and 
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Mr,  Henry  retired  from  the  gubernatorial  chair,  and  sought  some  repose 
from  the  labour  and  toil  of  public  life  in  the  bosom  of  his  family  and  among 
his  friends.  Yet,  so  intent  was  his  soul  on  the  success  of  the  revolution, 
that  while  in  retirement,  his  conversation  at  home,  and  his  correspondence 
with  public  functionaries  at  a  distance,  imparted  instruction  and  inculcated 
zeal  and  perseverance  in  the  great  cause  of  national  liberty. 

In  June  1788  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  celebrated  convention  of 
Virginia,  which  discussed  the  constitution  for  the  United  States’  govem- 
ment,  and  the  expediency  of  its  adoption.  It  is  well  remembered  what  part 
he  took  in  the  discussion.  He  employed  his  masterly  eloquence,  day  after 
day,  in  opposition  to  the  constitution  as  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  states.  His  hostility  to  the  constitution  proceeded  entirely  from  an  ap¬ 
prehension,  that  the  government  it  proposed  would  swallow  up  the  state 
authorities,  and  that  ultimately  the  liberty  of  the  people  would  be  destroyed 
or  crushed,  by  an  overgrown  ponderous  consolidation  of  political  power. 
Mr.  Henry  would  have  cordially  delegated  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  a  few  specific  powers,  to  preserve  a  mutual  interest  and  constant 
alliance  among  the  several  states,  and  to  regulate  the  relations  of  the  whole 
with  foreign  powers.  This  was,  in  a  few  words,  the  government  he  wished 
to  see  established.  We  cannot  in  this  place  attempt  to  pourtray  fully  every 
feature  of  his  opposition  to  the  constitution.  It  is  enough  to  aflirm  that  he 
opposed  it  from  pure  and  patriotic  motives,  from  a  fixed  hatred  to  des¬ 
potism,  or  dangerous  political  power  in  any  government,  and  a  constitu¬ 
tional  enthusiastic  love  of  liberty.  That  such  were  the  motives  that  governed 
him  was  amply  testified  by  his  future  deportment.  The  constitution  having 
been  adopted,  the  government  organized,  and  his  great  friend  Washington 
elected  President,  his  repugnance  was  measurably  abated.  The  chapter  of 
amendments,  afterwards  added  as  a  part  of  the  constitution,  considerably 
neutralized  his  objections.  But,  nevertheless,  it  is  believed  that  his  acqui¬ 
escence  resulted  from  his  apprehension  of  the  duty  of  a  citizen  in  relation 
to  the  established  government,  his  confidence  in  the  incorruptible  integrity 
of  the  first  President,  and  a  hopeful  trust  in  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  the 
people,  rather  than  from  a  conviction  of  error  in  his  estimation  of  the  ten¬ 
dency  and  end  of  the  constitution  itself.  Many  may  suppose  that  experience 
has  shown  that  his  jealousy  of  the  power  delegated  by  the  constitution  to 
the  general  government,  was  morbid  and  fantastical;  but  let  it  be  re¬ 
marked  that  a  few  years  characterised  by  fortuitous  circumstances,  is  not 
an  alchemy  that  will  analyse  the  properties  of  any  form  of  government. 
Here  perhaps  we  ought  to  be  reminded  that  politics  do  not  become  our 
miscellany,  and  we  therefore  dismiss  further  reflections  on  this  head,  how¬ 
ever  profitably  they  might  be  produced  in  another  place. 

In  August  1795,  Mr.  Henry  was  nominated  by  President  Washington 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Edmund  Randolph  resigned;  but  con¬ 
siderations  wholly  of  a  private  nature  induced  him  to  decline  tha  honour¬ 
able  trust.  In  the  next  year  he  was  again  elected  Governoi  of  Virginia. 
He  entered  on  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  but  resigned  in  a 
few  months. 
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Early  in  the  year  1799  Mr.  Henry  was  selected  by  President  Adams  joint 
envoy  with  Messrs.  Ellsworth  and  Vans  Murray  to  France.  The  indispo¬ 
sition  with  which  he  was  then  afflicted,  his  advanced  age  and  increasing 
debility,  obliged  him  to  decline  the  appointment.  These  were  indeed  the 
reasons  he  assigned  himself  for  not  accepting  a  trust,  rendered  highly  re¬ 
sponsible  by  the  existing  relations  between  France  and  the  United  States. 

In  the  spring  of  the  same  year,  at  the  solicitation  of  General  Washington, 
by  letter,  he  became  a  candidate  for  the  appointment  of  senator  in  the 
general  assembly  of  Virginia,  from  the  district  in  which  he  resided.  The 
election  of  this  year  and  its  preliminary  circumstances  will  long  be  remem¬ 
bered,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Charlotte  county. 

As  just  stated,  Mr.  Henry  was  a  candidate  for  the  state  Senate,  and  Mr. 
John  Randolph,  for  the  first  time,  a  candidate  for  Congress,  in  opposition 
to  Mr.  Clement  Carington,  a  federalist,  and  Mr.  Powatan  Bolling,  a  demo¬ 
crat.  There  were  several  other  candidates  for  one  or  the  other  branch  of 
the  state  Legislature.  It  is  customary  in  Virginia,  when  there  is  opposition 
at  an  election,  for  the  candidates  to  harangue  the  populace  in  support  of 
their  respective  pretensions  and  political  principles.  Both  Mr.  Henry  and 
Mr.  Randolph  conformed  on  this  occasion  to  this  custom,  and  mounted  the 
rostrum  as  political  combatants.  The  veteran  Demosthenes  in  opening  the 
discussion  maintained  his  long  established  reputation.  On  finishing  his  dis¬ 
course,  he  literally  descended  into  the  arms  of  the  obstreperous  throng, 
which  bore  him  about  with  great  exultation.  The  beardless  David,  in  the 
face  of  his  predecessor's  triumph,  next  rose.  His  youthful  appearance,  his 
novel,  shrill,  vibratory  intonations,  his  solemn,  slow  marching  and  swelling 
periods,  his  caustic  criminations  and  cutting  satire,  the  tout  ensemble  of  his 
debut  soon  calmed  the  tumult  of  the  crowd,  and  charmed  old  and  young, 
federalists  and  democrats  to  the  spot,  while  he  continued  for  several  hours 
to  reply.  When  he  had  concluded,  loud  huzzas,  from  every  mouth,  rung 
through  the  welkin.  Mr.  Henry  returned  to  the  combat.  He  had  not  been 
accustomed  to  a  rival,  and  little  expected  one  in  a  boy  whose  chin  had  never 
been  shorn;  for  such  was  the  aspect  of  the  champion  who  now  appeared  to 
contend  with  him,  for  the  palm  which  he  was  wont  to  appropriate  to  him¬ 
self.  In  his  second  harangue  he  soared  above  his  usual  vehemence  and 
majesty.  Such  is  the  fruit  of  emulation  and  rivalship.  It  is  admitted  that 
he  exhibited  on  this  occasion  a  splendour  with  which  he  had  never  before 
flamed.  He  frequently  adverted  to  his  youthful  competitor  in  the  kindest 
terms  and  with  paternal  tenderness.  He  compl^|pented  his  rare  talents  with 
the  liberality  of  profusion,  and,  while  regretting  what  he  deprecated  as  his 
errors,  actually  wrought  himself  and  his  audience  into  an  enthusiasm  of 
sympathy  and  benevolence  that  issued  in  an  ocean  of  tears.  This  spectacle, 
as  it  really  was,  would  mock  all  description.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  con¬ 
ceive  of  it  with  any  tolerable  accuracy;  but  it  will  never  be  forgotten  by  any 
one  who  witnessed  it.  The  sensibility  of  the  speaker,  accompanied  by  into¬ 
nations  and  gestures  that  he  alone  ever  exemplified,  operated  like  an  epi¬ 
demic  on  the  transported  assembly.  The  contagion  was  universal.  An  hys¬ 
terical  phrenzy  pervaded  the  wdiole  audience,  to  such  an  degree  that  every 
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one  present  was  literally  weeping  and  laughing,  at  the  same  moment.  At 
this  juncture  the  speaker  descended  from  the  stage.  Loud  shouts  of  ap¬ 
plause  rent  the  atmosphere,  and  were  echoed  even  from  the  skies.  It  would 
have  been  impossible  to  increase  the  energy  and  cordiality  rff  the  eclat 
which  both  the  gentlemen  received.  Mr.  Henry  was  elected  to  the  Senate 
and  Mr.  Randolph  to  Congress. 

Mr.  Henry  however  did  not  live  to  take  his  seat  in  the.  Senate.  He  died 
at  Red  Hill,  in  Charlotte  county,  June  6th,  1799. 

In  private  life  Mr.  Henry  was  as  amiable  and  virtuous  as  he  was  brilliant 
in  his  public  career.  He  was  an  exemplary  Christian!  His  life  was 
'  greatly  ornamented  by  the  religion  he  professed,  and  his  memory  ought  to 
be  consecrated  in  the  heart  of  every  believer  in  Jesus,  for  the  steady  and 
fearless  example  he  exhibited  in  the  observance  of  religious  duty.  In  every 
situation,  as  a  private  oi'  public  man,  he  was  studiously  respectful  of  re¬ 
ligious  characters.  He  was  accustomed  to  speak  of  the  providence  of  God 
in  the  most  grateful  and  submissive  terms.  All  his  conversations,  letters  and 
public  speeches  evinced  a  constant  and  reverential  regard  of  the  Deity,  and 
for  many  years  before  his  death  he  sj>ent  much  of  his  time  in  reading  re¬ 
ligious  books,  and  reflecting  on  religious  subjects.  The  bible  and  its  doc- 
Irines  possessed  his  cordial  accredence;  and  he  frequently  said  to  his  friends 
end  especially  to  his  sons,  that  a  rejection  of  one  or  both  was  a  certain  evi¬ 
dence  of  a  depraved  understanding  and  corrupt  heart — always  the  presage 
of  infamy  or  adversity.  He  was  uniformly  kind  and  benevolent  to  ministers 
of  the  gospel,  regarding  them  as  the  heralds  of  peace  and  good  will  among 
men.  He  considered  them  not  only  necessary  to  the  church,  but  the  very 
salt  of  civil  society.  In  the  temperament  of  his  heart  he  was  enthusiastically 
.  devoted  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  in  his  rhapsodies  on  this  subject  he 
.  would  often  say  that,  without  the  bible  and  ministers,  liberty  would  become 
licentiousness,  and  men  more  savage  than  the  roaming  tigers.  Mr.  Henry- 
entertained  and  inculcated  the  opinions  that  there  could  be  no  liberty  without 
religion— that  licentiousness  and  anarchy  were  of  hell — that  Christianity 
Was  the  source  of  every  blessing  in  life — ^that  without  it  there  would  be  no 
morality  nor  restraint  on  the  worst  passions  of  man^s  heart,  and  that  there 
never  was,  nor  ever  would  be  a  free  and  happy  people,  who  did  not  assume 
"jgthe  Christian  religion  and  its  precepts  as  the  basis  of  civil  authority.  He 
held  that  it  was  the  only  standard  by  which  man  in  his  social  or  individual 
v^apacity  could  be  directed  to  a  happy  destiny.  He  boldly  asserted  that  the 


ji^^nfidel  was  both  a  rebel  against  God  and  a  traitor  to  mankind. 

Mr.  Henry  abhorred  human  slavery  in  any  and  every  shape.  In  a  letter 


|»Jo  a  friend  he  said,  is  it  not  amazing  that  at  a  time  when  the  rights  of  hu- 


^^inanity  arc  defined  and  understood  with  precision — that  in  a  country  whose 
"'inhabitants  more  than  those  of  any  other  fondly  cheiish  a  love  of  liberty — 
I  that  in  such  an  age  and  in  such  a  countiy  we  should  find  men,  professing  a 
^religion  the  most  heavenly,*  humane,  mild,  gentle  and  generous,  adopting  a 
■^i^rinciple  as  repugnant  to  humanity  as  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  bible— and 
(;%cquiescing  in  a  practice  wholly  destructive  to  liberty?  Would  any  one  bc- 
Hyievethat  I  am  master  of  slaves,  slaves  of  my  own  purchase?  1  am  drawn 
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along  by  the  general  inconvenience  of  being  here  without  them.  I  will  not— • 
cannot  justify  it.  I  believe  a  time  will  come,  when  an  opportunity  will  offer 
to  abolish  the  lamentable  evil.  Every  thing  we  can  do  is  to  improve  it,  if  it 
happen  in  our  day,  if  not,  let  us  transmit  to  our  posterity,  together  with  our 
slaves,  a  pity  for  their  unhappy  lot,  and  an  abhorrence  of  slavery.” 

Mr.  Henry,  like  Washington,  was  never  out  of  the  United  States.  He 
Ijad  no  attachment  to  office,  but  uniformly  preferred  private  life  to  public 
stations,  and  could  only  be  diverted  from  his  preference  by  imperious  duty 
to  his  country,  and  a  liberal  desire  to  benefit  mankind.  Hence,  it -will  be 
found  that  he  occupied  comparatively  few  public  stations,  either  in  the  state 
or  general  government.  It  is  not  more  wonderful  than  true  that  he  never 
accepted  any  office  under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  though  fre¬ 
quently  solicited  and  more  than  once  actually  appointed.  He  accumulated 
a  great  estate  by  the  practice  of  the  law,  and  by  a  judicious  appropriation 
of  his  genius,  time  and  industry. 

As  his  ambition  never  run  on  offices  and  salaries,  Mr.  Henry  never  im¬ 
bibed  those  morbid  baneful  party  feelings  which  have  already  engrossed 
the  motives  of  most  of  our  public  men,  and  seriously  prejudiced  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  this  highly  favoured  country.  In  a  letter  to  a  friend  written  a  few 
months  before  his  death  he  used  the  following  emphatical  language.  « I 
deprecate  the  violence  of  parties  in  Virginia,  and  lament  French  infidelity, 
manners  and  politics.  I  am  too  old  and  infirm  ever  again  to  undertake  pub¬ 
lic  concerns.  I  live  much  retired  amidst  a  multitude  of  blessings  from  that 
gracious  Ruler  of  all  things,  to  whom  I  owe  unceasing  acknowledgments 
for  his  unremitted  goodness  to  me— But  if  I  were  permitted  to  ask  that  one 
more  might  be  added  to  the  catalogue,  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
my  countrymen  learn  wisdom  and  virtue,  in  this  their  day,  to  know  the 
things  that  pertain  to  their  peace.” 

Sujijdemcjital  JVote  to  the  Biographical  Memorial  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  February  number  of  the  Evangelical  Re¬ 
pository,  we  have  discovered  a  capital  omission  in  the  list  of  honorary  com¬ 
pliments  which  were  bestowed  on  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush.  With  pleasure  we 
hasten  to  add  one  highly  flattering  to  his  memory. 

In  the  life  time  of  President  Washington  the  Earl  qf  Buchan  presented 
to  him  a  box  made  of  the  oak  that  sheltered  the  brave  sir  William  Wallace 
after  the  battle  pf  Falkirk,  w  ith  a  request  to  pass  it,  on  the  event  of  his  de¬ 
cease,  to  that  man  in  the  United  Stales  who  should  best  merit  it.  President 
Washington  conceiving  the  selection  too  delicate  to  be  made  by  him,  in  his 
last  will  bequeathed  the  box  to  his  lordship,  with  grateful  thanks  for  the 
distinguished  honour,  and  more  especially  for  the  favourable  sentiments 
with  ivhich  it  was  accompanied. 

After  the  decease  of  President  Washington,  the  Earl  of  Buchan  re¬ 
transmitted  the  box  to  Dr.  Rush,  with  the  following  letter. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  EARL  OF  RUCilAN  TO  DR.  RUSH. 

20th  February^  1 803, 

Dear  Sir- — I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  re-transmit  the  box  which 

was  rc-bequeathed  to  me  by  the  illustrious  defender  and  founder  of  the 

American  Union.  I  pass  it  through  your  hands  w^ho  have  approved  your- 
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«  self  a  real  friend  to  your  country^  and  an  ornament  to  your  most  important 
«  profession  in  the  most  dangerous  conjuncture,  when,  like  another  Syden- 
«  ham,  you  exposed  yourself  to  the  ravages  of  pestilence,  to  save  useful 
«  lives  amidst  general  desertion  of  domestic  duty.  This  noble  and  exem- 
plary  conduct  entitles  you  to  the  sincere  esteem  of  your  obliged  humble 
«  servant. 

Signed  « BUCHAN.” 

«  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  Philadelphia. 

“  With  the  Box  of  Wallace.” 

We  have  learned  with  much  regret  that  this  valuable  curiosity,  presented 
originally  to  the  Earl  of  Buchan  by  the  Goldsmiths’  Company  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  after  its  last  arrival  in  America  was  lost  before  it  reached  the  hands 
of  Dr.  Rush.  It  was  stolen  from  the  gentleman  who  had  it  in  charge,  on 
the  road  between  New-York  and  this  city. 


Reflections  on  Prayer. 

As  most  of  the  readers  of  the  followinf^  desultory  reflections  will  trace  them  to  a(i  al« 
leged  controversy,  in  a  reputable  congregation  in  this  city,  we  hope  a  few  prefatory  re¬ 
marks  will  not  be  considered  impertinent. — We  have  been  encouraged  by  a  promise 
from  high  authority,  to  attempt  a  reconciliation,  where  there  ought  to  be  harmony.  ^*Bless- 
ed  are  peace  makers,  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children  of  God.”  Did  we  feel  our- 
i|elves  any  way  authorised  to  counsel  or  advise  those,  over  whom  we  disclaim  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  any  authority,  but  towards  whom  we  do  feel  no  little  respect  and  benevolence p 
we  would  exhort  them  to  a  different  sort  of  warfare,  from  that  they  are  now  pursuing.—- 
Our  admonition  would  be,  strive  to  be  coiled  the  children  of  God.** 

It  will  no  doubt  appear  strange  to  some,  that  in  any  congregation,  especially  in  one  pro¬ 
fessing  the  calvinistic  faith,  such  questions  as  are  below  discussed  briefly,  and  weakly 
it  is  feared,  sliould  have  arisen.  It  is  nevertheless  true,  that  there  has  been  something 
like  a  controversy.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  it  has  not  arisen  from  any  serious,  actual, 
elementary  difference  in  the  doctrines  taught  by  the  respective  pastors  of  the  congre¬ 
gation,  but  from  a  variance  in  the  construction  of  what  they  have  severally  taught,  by 
their  auditors.  We  ourselves  have  heard  both  in  every  instance  when  they  have  been 
reported  to  be  in  collision;  but  hearing  in  perfect  candour,  and  entertaining  confidence 
in  the  purity  of  both,  we  have  not  been  able  to  detect  any  discordance  between  them. 
And  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  on  the  subject  of  prayer,  both  have  adhei*ed  literally 
to  the  standard  of  their  church.  Preachers  may  and  will  differ  in  manner,  as  they  do 
differ  in  native  temperament  and  in  bodily  organization;  and  if  the  truth  they  publish, 
or  the  principles  they  teach,  be  adjudicated  by  the  physical  dissimilitude  that  makes  one 
Paul  and  another  Appollos,  they  will  be  determined  orthodox  or  heretical  by  a  standard 
as  unsettled  as  the  winds  and  as  fluctuating  as  the  caprice  and  taste  of  mankind. 

When  highly  favoured  by  the  bounty  of  Providence,  men  are  too  apt  to  grow  unthank¬ 
ful,  even  forgetful  of  the  blessings  by  which  they  are  comforted  and  sustained.  They 
^  carry  their  dispositions  with  them  into  society,  and  are  the  same  whether  individuals  or 
=  members  of  a  corporate  body.  It  does  indeed  seem  from  recent  circumstances  that  a  re- 
.  ligious  society  needs  sometimes  to  cherish  the  spirit  whUh  governed  the  desires  of  the 
!  wise  man,  when  he  would  have  neither  poverty  nor  riches.  We  could  designate  an  ex¬ 
ample  where  one  of  the  most  respectable  religious  congregations  in  the  United  States, 
containing  many  of  God's  people,  has  become  rampant  because  of  its  distinguished  fa¬ 
vours.  That  a  congregation  having  two  respectable  ministers  should  become  divided 
'  and  querulous,  because  one  is  short  andthe.other  slender,  because  one  is  calm  and  tran¬ 
quil  in  his  temperament,  and  the  other  youthful,  vehement  and  courageous,  is  indeed 
unreasonable.  We  should  suppose  that  one  of  the  advantages  of  two  pastors,  and  that  at 
least  a  pleasant  one,  is  to  be  found  in  the  variety  which  belongs,  almost  of  course,  to  the 
exhibitions  of  two  public  speakers.  And  the  fact  there  never  can  be  found  two  persons 
who  read  and  write,  think  and  act,  preach  and  pray  after  the  same  manner.  It  could  not 
be  expected  that  two  ministers  of  the  gospel  should  adopt  the  same  model,  who  differ 
from  each  other  in  years,  person,  education  and  constitutional  temperament;  but  each 
governed  by  his  own  conscience  and  a  solemn  responsibility  to  God  for  the  manner  ‘ 
w  hich  he  shall  i)erform  his  duty. 
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In  the  case  to  vrhich  we  have  reference  it  is  believed  that  the  con^Wtion  has  reason 
to  consider  itself  peculiarly  favoured.  The  elder  pastor  is  well  established  in  character, 
in  piety  and  in  doctrines;  is  a  man  of  excellent  judgment  in  the  matters  of  the  church,  a 
good  counsel  and  safe  instructor;  and  with  all,  is  a  man  of  very  respectable  talents 
and  attainments.  The  junior  pastor  is  faithful,  fearless  and  pious;  a  godly  man;  of  ar. 
dent  temperament  and  excellent  abilities.  Indeed  he  is  a  son  of  thunder.”  Surely, 
then,  the  congregation  is  highly  favoured!  Many  other  congregations  would  feel  more 
than  grateful,  indeed  greatly  blessed,  to  enjoy  half  its  advantages.  But  it  seems  there  is 
some  strange  perversity  in  the  very  essence  of  man,  that  will  forever  prevent  him  from 
enjoying  contentment  in  this  world.  He  has  a  principle  within  him  that  prompts  him 
constantly  to  wish  for  more  than  he  has,  and  to  gratify  this  wish,  often  endanger  and 
frequently  loose  all  that  he  may  already  possess — a  principle  that  inclines  him  to  under¬ 
value  every  thing  he  may  have  heretofore  acquired.  Thus,  when  one  sets  out  in  life  to 
make  his  fortune,  he  accounts  himself  happy  that  he  is  enabled  to  procure  one  course 
of  homely  fare  for  his  mesd.  He  then  lies  down  in  contentment,  nor  even  dreams  that  his 
appetite  has  not  been  satisfied.  A  kind  Providence  blesses  his  industry  and  his  enter- 
prize  and  he  becomes  wealthy;  he  thenceforward  loaths  his  former  frugal  board,  and  finds 
his  appetite  aspiring  to  the  enjoyment  of  delicious  meats  and  finely  flavoured  wines. 
This  is  not  all,  he  is  obliged  to  double  his  courses.  He  must  have  a  succession  of  deserts, 
and  even  then  whiles  away  the  nights  in  broken  slumbers,  and  delirious  dreams.  His 
satiated  senses,  no  longer  under  the  government  of  reason  or  regulated  by  nature’s  de¬ 
mands,  continually  provoke  him  to  imagine  that  he  hungers  for  the  want  of  food  and 
thirsts  for  the  want  of  drink.  Not  once,  when  he  lies  down,  or  rises  up  from  a  besotted 
couch,  does  a  sense  of  gratitude  traverse  his  recollection.  So  it  is  with  a  society  of  saints 
and  sinners.  Once,  contented  with  a  single  supply,  now,  whining,  whimpering  and  wail¬ 
ing  because  it  fares  sumptuously  thrice  a  day.  It  feeds  on  delicious  meats,  and  is  regaled 
with  the  variety  of  fruits,  deserts  and  wines,  yet  does  it  complain.  It  ought  to  give  thanks 
that  it  is  continually  provided  with  abundant,  yea,  profuse  means  of  improvement, 
rather  than  curse  the  overflowing  prodigal  dispensation  of  grace  with  which  it  is 
blessed. 


It  is  proposed  to  answer  summarily  the  following  interrogations. 

1st.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  imfienitent  to  pray? 

2(1.  Are  the  prayers  of  the  imfienitent  acceptable? 

3d.  Ought  ministers  to  exhort  the  convicted  to  pray? 

As  to  the  first,  it  is  believed  we  shall  not  contravene  the  creed  of  any  one, 
by  an  affirmative  answer.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  men  to  pray.  Without  enter¬ 
ing  into  a  metaphysical  argument  to  prove  that  the  obligation  to  pray  is  uni¬ 
versal,  we  shall  briefly  support  the  position  by  the  highest  positive  authority, 
and  inference  from  the  most  imposing  example. 

Christ  spake  a  parable  to  this  end,  ^‘Men  ought  always  to  firay.^*  In  this 
authority,  not  only  the  obligation  but  its  universality  are  asserted. 
ought  to  pray.  Here  is  no  qualification,  no  limitation,  no  exception  of  per¬ 
sons  or  conditions.  Men  ought  always^*  to  pray.  Having  just  seen  that  a// 
men^  without  respect  to  fierson  or  condition^  ought  to  pray,  we  now  have  au¬ 
thority  to  say  that  the  obligation  is  neither  limited  by  time,  place,  or  circum¬ 
stances.  Saints  ought  to  pray.  Sinners  ought  to  pray.  Saints  ought  to  pray 
always.  Sinners  ought  to  pray  always.  Converted  men  ought  to  pray.  Un¬ 
converted  men  ought  to  pray.  Regenerated  men  ought  to  pray  always.  Un¬ 
regenerated  men  ought  to  pray  always. 

But  the  argument  need  not  be  closed  here.  We  can  refer  to  the  example 
of  the  Saviour  himself.  Although  he  never  sinned,  and  had  no  need  of  re¬ 
pentance,  yet  he  bore  our  sins  in  his  body,  and  lived  a  life  of  sorrow.  His 
appearance  on  earth,  his  whole  life  being  vicarious,  he  is  a  finished  ex¬ 
ample  of  what  men  ought  to  be.  He  prayed.  ^^And  it  came  to  pass,  that  as 
he  was  firaying  in  a  certain  place,  when  he  ceased,  one  of  his  disciples  said 
Unto  him.  Lord,  teach  us  to  pray.**  He  accordingly  directed  the  form  of 
prayer  and  the  spirit  of  prayer.  <<  When  ye  pray,  say,  Our  father  which 
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art  in  Heaven/*  8cc.  Had  not  prayer  been  esteemed  by  him  a  duty  he  would 
not  have  enforced  it  by  positive  command,  by  his  own  great  and  perfect 
example,  and  by  his  instruction^  He  never  taught  or  did  that  which  is  im¬ 
material  or  dispensable.  Every  word  he  spoke,  every  pain  he  suffered, 
every  grief  he  bore,  every  command  he  gave — all  are  important.  He  was 
himself  the  Gospel.  He  came  to  call  sinners,  not  the  righteous  to  repentance. 

■  He  suffered  not  for  the  righteous,  he  suffered  for  sinners.  He  preached  for 
sinners.  His  example  was  for  the  benefit  of  sinners.  All  are  therefore 
equally  under  obligation  to  obey  his  commands,  to  receive  his  instruction, 
and  imitate  his  example. 

2d.  Are  the  prayers  of  the  impenitent  acceptable? 

This  question  unhesitatingly  we  answer  in  the  negative.  Nor  the  prayers, 
nor  the  sacrifices  nor  the  services  of  the  impenitent  can  be  acceptable  to 
God.  He  requires  sincerity,  he  requires  the  heart,  in  the  performance  of 
duty— of  all  religious  duty.  Does  it  then  follow  that  the  impenitent  is  ex- 
^  cused  from  praying,  because  his  heart  is  enmity  against  God,  not  subject  to 
his  law,  indeed  cannot  be?  Surely  not;  for  then  his  enmity  against  God  would 
{^become  his  apology  for  the  omission  of  his  duty. 

;  But  we  shall  be  told  that  we  place  the  impenitent  in  an  awful  predica- 
'^ment— that  we  declare  that  his  prayers  are  not  only  not  accefitable  but  sin¬ 
ful  and  abhorred — and  that  at  the  same  time  we  declare  that  his  omission  to 
pray  is  sinful.  Just  so,  is  the  actual  predicament  of  every  impenitent  sinner. 
He  cannot  pray  aright.  And  if  he  do  not  pray  he  sins  by  reason  of  the  omis* 
sion  of  duty.  This,  say  some,  is  to  drive  a  sinner  to  despair.  Happy  is  that 
despair  which  teaches  a  sinner  his  true  situation!  And  Christians  have  a 
'right  to  hope  that  the  case  of  a  sinner  will  issue  favorably  after  he  has 
"been  brought  to  realize  that  he  cannot  pray  aright,  and  that  he  will  sin  if  he 
t)mit  to  pray.  A  candid  heartfelt  perception  of  such  a  dreadful  condition  is 
well  calculated  to  make  one  distrust  all  his  own  means,  and  to  cry  Lord, 
merciful  to  me  a  sinner’*!  These  are  the  first  words  that  escape  the  lips 
of  one  who  has  just  taken  leave  of  all  hope  in  himself,  and  his  own  works, 
whether  of  praying,  preaching  or  hearing,  and  has  for  the  first  time  realized 
that  God  alone  can  save  him  from  the  consequences  of  sin.  Lord  be  mer¬ 
ciful  to  me  a  sinner!” 

That  we  may  be  more  fully  understood  in  the  premises,  we  ask  the  reader’s 
attention  to  the  following  reflections. 

That  in  every  religious  duty  the  heart  is  required;  that  what  God  com¬ 
mands  always  supposes  an  obligation  to  obedience  on  the  part  of  his  crea¬ 
tures;  and  that  prayer  is  offering  up  our  desires  to  God,  for  things  agree¬ 
able  to  his  will,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  with  confession  of.  our  sins,  and. 
thankful  acknowledgments  of  his  mercies.” 

Christ  in  his  sermon  on  the  mount  said,  after  this  manner  therefore  pray 
ye;  <<  Our  father  which  art  in  Heaven,  8cc.”  This  is  the  form  prescribed  by 
the  great  head  of  the  church.  It  is  proper  here  to  notice  the  context  of  the 
Lord’s  prayer  to  learn  the  spirit  which  is  required  in  order  to  the  acceptance 
of  prayer.  And  when  thou  prayest,  thou  shalt  not  be  as  the  hypocrites  are; 
for  they  love  to  pray  standing  in  the  synagogues,  and' in  the  corners  of  the 
streets,  that  they  may  be  seen  of  men — when  ye  pray,  use  not,  vain  repeti¬ 
tions,  as  the  heathen  do;  for  they  think  that  they  shall  be  heard  for  their 
'much  speaking-^but  when  thou  prayest  enter  into  thy  closet,  and  when  thou 
hast  shut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy  father,  which  is  in  secret;  fotl  your  father 
knoweth  all  things  ye  have  need  of  before  ye  ask  him.” 

These  directions  sufficiently  manifest  the  intent  of  prayer,  and  the  dispo¬ 
sition  with  which  it  should  be  offered.  Prayer  is  one  of  the  instituted  means 
of  salvation,  and  is  of  grace,  as  completely  so  as  salvation  itself.  To  be  of 
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a  spiritual  and  salutary  nature,  it  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sense  and  con- 
fession  of  sin,  faith  in  the  atonement  of  the  Saviour,  ai^d  dependence  on  the 
mercy  of  God  alone,  from  whom  cometh  every  perfect  gift. 

But  it  will  be  said  that  with  the  previous  requisites  an  impenitent  sinner 
cannot  pray.  Is  he  therefore  excused  from  the  duty?  In  what  we  would  ask 
consists  his  inability?  In  that  he  will  not.  If  that  he  will  not,  be  an  apology, 
his  crime  becomes  his  apology.  The  aversion  of  the  unregenerate  to  pray 
is  as  unreasonable,  perverse  and  obstinate  as  his  disinclination  to  believe 
and  repent,  and  is  the  same  in  both  cases.  But  neither  his  aversion  to  prayer 
nor  his  disinclination  to  repent  and  believe  are  excusable.  He  ought  to  pray, 
his  aversion  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  so  he  ought  to  believe  and 
repent.  The  only  reason  why  the  prayer  of  an  unregenerate  man  is  not  ac¬ 
ceptable,  is,  that  his  prayer  is  not  of  the  heart,  is  not  accompanied  by  a  due 
sense  of  sin,  and  a  right  apprehension  of  the  holy  character  of  God. 

3d.  Ought  ministers  to  exhort  the  convicted  to  pray? 

It  is  the  duty  of  ministers  to  preach  the  gospel  to  all  nations,  to  the  Jew 
first,  and  then  to  the  Gentile.  Such  is  their  commission.  Such  are  the  terms 
alone  by  which  they  are  authorised  to  ascend  the  sacred  desk,  and  beseech 
sinners  to  be  reconciled  to  God.  If  Christ  any  where  commanded  sinners  to 
pray,  the  command  is  a  part  of  the  gospel.  Ministers  ought  therefore  to 
command  sinners  to  pray  as  well  as  to  believe  and  repent.  If  Christ  himself 
did  pray,  the  example  is  a  part  of  the  gospel.  If  Christ  no  where  forbade 
sinners  to  pray,  ministers  of  the  gospel  are  no  where  authorised  to  forbid 
sinners  to  pray.  Surely  then  it  is  the  duty  of  ministers  to  exhort  sinners  to 
pray. 

Now,  it  is  asked,  does  conviction  of  sin  make  a  man  actually  a  greater 
rebel  in  the  sight  of  God  and  less  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  the  gospel 
because  he  is  more  sensible  of  his  crimes,  than  a  careless  unawakened  sin¬ 
ner?  Is  he  therefore  less  entitled  to  hear  the  gospel,  the  whole  gospel,  than 
one  entirely  careless  about  his  state,  and  wholly  unconcerned  about  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  incurring  the  wrath  of  an  offended  sovereign  God? 

They  are  both  needful,  equally  needful  of  the  grace  of  God,  on  the  terms 
of  the  gospel.  And  the  minister  is  commanded  to  offer  the  terms  of  salva¬ 
tion  to  both,  and  to  instruct  both  in  the  way  of  salvation. 

We  do  not  mean  to  contend  that  the  convicted  sinner  is  entitled,  because 
of  his  conviction,  to  greater  lenity  than  the  stupid  careless  sinner.  Nor  do 
we  believe  that  because  of  his  conviction  he  loses  one  privilege  that  per¬ 
tains  to  an  unawakened  sinner.  While  out  of  Christ  they  are  considered  by 
the  author  and  dispenser  of  the  gospel  as  the  same  character.  Both,  by  the 
infinite  love  and  mercy  of  God  towards  all  his  creatures,  may  have  the  gos¬ 
pel  preached  to  them.  It  is  not  the  prerogative  of  a  minister  to  say  to  one, 
you  must  pray,  and  to  the  other,  repent  and  believe.  His  commission  does 
not  authorise  him  to  become  the  judge  and  dispense  according  to  his  own 
conceptions  of  the  merit  of  one,  or  the  demerit  of  another.  “  Go  ye,  there¬ 
fore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatso¬ 
ever  I  have  commanded  you.^'  Did  Christ  any  where  command  his  disci¬ 
ples  to  pray?  Did  he  any  where  command  men  to  pray?  Did  he  instruct  any 
where  his  disciples  bow  to  pray?  Even  so,  then,  ought  ministers  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  to  teach. 

Can  a  faithful  minister  of  the  gospel  preach  to  a  careless  or  an  awakened 
sinner,  and  not  teach,  that  among  the  instituted  means  of  salvation  prayer  is 
one,  and  not  the  least  important?  He  cannot.  He  must,  nevertheless,  teach 
that  repentance  and  faith  are  necessary  to  salvation.  He  must  teach  “  all  na¬ 
tions^*  that  is  all  to  whom  he  preaches,  that  the  terms  of  salvation  as  they 
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are  offered  in  the  gospel  must  be  accepted,  and  that  a  dependence  on  any 
other  will  launch  the  sinner  into  an  eternity  of  woe  and  torment. 

A  convicted  sinner  may  need  instruction,  and  even  encouragement.  His 
instruction  ought  to  be  the  whole  gospel,  his  encouragement  the  promises 
and  faith  of  God.  He  may  be  warned  of  exposedness  to  danger  while  out 
of  Christ,  he  needs  be  taught  the  way  to  escape.  He  may  be  exhorted  not  to 
rely  on  means  alone,  but  to  use  the  means  appointed,  and  look  away  to  Cal¬ 
vary,  that,  perchance,  he  may  see  his  Saviouronthe  cross.  He  ought  to  be 
cautioned  of  the  danger  of  shielding  himself  from  conviction  by  reposing  on 
a  delusive  soul-endangering  trust— -on  his  own  works,  and  exhorted,  while 
waiting  on  appointed  means,  to  look  to  God  for  their  spiritual  application. 
Finally  let  him  be  exhorted,  with  love  towards  God,  benevolence  towards 
I  man,  penitence  for  sin,  and  faith  in  the  atonement  of  the  Saviour,  to  give 
I  diligence  to  make  his  calling  and  election  sure. 

Many  serious  well  disposed  people  are  bewildered  in  their  faith  by  subtle 
distinctions,  too  often  carried  to  excess  in  the  pulpit.  Logicians  may  whet 
tip  each  other  in  conversation,  or  colloquial  disputation.  Antagonists  may 
go  to  the  press  to  determine  the  etymology  of  a  word,  or  to  settle  a  war  of 
definitions;  but  in  the  pulpit  the  gospel  is  to  be  published. 

Will  it  be  objected  that  truth  is  all  important;  and  without  it  there  can  be  no 
^  true  religion?  Important  truths  are  all  important.  But  the  fanciful  theories  of 
ingenious  divines,  which  are  important  to  them  because  they  distinguish  their 
^pretensions  to  novelty  and  original  thought,  are  not  always  essential  to  the 
•^salvation  of  a  soul-  For  instance,  it  may  be  a  question  between  two  acute 
-divines,  whether  faith  or  regeneration  precedes  in  the  order  of  time?  One 
or  the  other  is  probably  true.  But  if  the  logic  of  learned  divines  cannot  put 
the  question  to  rest,  who  will  dare  say  that  a  certain  perception  of  the  truth 
in  this  case,  be  it  on  either  side,  is  essential  to  salvation?  Thus,  how  would 
a  congregation  feel  under  the  ministry  of  one  who  shall  assert  that  the  truth 
in  this  question  is  of  importance,  and  is  on  this  side,  or  under  the  ministry 
ffiof  another  who  shall  likewise  declare  the  truth  important,  and  to  be  on  that 
■side?  One  thing  is  certain;  salvation  cannot  come  without  both  faith  and  re¬ 
generation.  This  is  a  truth  that  may  with  profit  be  enforced.  Another  thing 
is  also  certain;  no  man  obtains  faith  without  regeneration,  nor  is  any  rege- 

inerated  man  without  faith. 

If  there  can  be  made  a  question  at  all,  whether  it  be  the  duty  of  a  minister 
to  exhort  a  person  under  conviction  to  pray,**  or  to  repent  and  believe,** 
we  should  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  latter  is  more  fully  and  correctly 
Uhe  message  to  be  delivered.  To  the  jailer,  who  said,  sirs,  what  must  I 
|do  to  be  saved?**  was  replied,  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou 
‘  shalt  be  saved.**  To  this  opinion  we  are  not  particularly  inclined,  because  the 
sinner  can  not  or  will  not  pray  aright,  and  in  attempting  to  pray  will  offer 
an  unacceptable  service,  but  because  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ^^ 
points  directly  to  the  author  and  finisher  of  faith,  sends  the  sinner  directly 
to  the  great  physician  of  sin-sick  souls,  and  is  not  likely  to  invite  him  to 
halt  by  the  way,  and  take  refuge  under  a  false  shelter.  If  the  sinner  unin¬ 
structed  in  the  gospel  be  advised  to  pray**  merely,  he  will  doubtless  make 
the  attempt  and  perhaps  in  his  own  strength.  Having  done  what  he  is  ad¬ 
vised  to  do  by  his  counsellor,  he  may,  unhappily  indeed,  suppose  he  has 
done  his  duty,  and  take  hope  in  his  own  righteousness.  To  such  a  hope  no 
Christian  minister  would  direct  a  sinner. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  the  duty  of  a  minister  to  preach  the  gospel  to  all;  to 
say  to  sinners,  repent  and  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  wait  on  the  in¬ 
stituted  means  of  salvation,  and  cast  off  all  dependence  on  self  righteousness. 
It  is  with  God,  with  whom  is  the  residue  of  the  spirit,  to  bless  his  word. 
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Gdsheny  March  I4y  1816. 

TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Sir, 

Having  seen  a  short  notice  of  the  revival  in  this  county,  in  your  last 
number,  which  was  not  as  full  or  as  accurate  as  it  ought,  perhaps,  to  be;  I 
herewith  transmit  some  details,  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  insert  in  the 
Evangelical  Repository. 

Yours  affectionately* 

EZRA  FISK. 


Some  time  previous  to  the  Autumn  of  1813  there  had  been  nothing  like 
a  general  serious  attention,  but  leather  indifference  to  religious  concerns  in 
the;  congregation  of  Goshen.  In  November  of  that  year  a  considerable  ani¬ 
mation  among  professing  Christians  arose,  and  unusual  eagerness  to  hear 
divine  truth  prevailed.  The  pious  became  fervent  and  urgent  in  prayer. 
Weeping  over  Zion’s  desolation,  they  poured  forth  unceasing  and  importu¬ 
nate  cries  for  her  enlargement  and  refreshment. 

In  December  three  or  four  cases  of  conviction  were  known*  and  one  of 
conversion.  During  the  winter,  Christians  experienced  an  excitement  which 
gradually  increased  until  May,  1815,  when  there  were  fifteen  added  to  the 
communion  of  the  church.  These  were  the  first  fruits  of  what  now  began  to 
be  considered  a  reviving  rain  of  grace.  From  that  time  Zion  began  to  re¬ 
joice  and  her  converts  to  sing  praises  to  the  lamb  of  God.  Public  worship 
became  solemn  and  the  church  crowded  on  the  Lord^s  day.  Prayer  meetings 
which  before  had  been  occasional,  became  stated  and  crowded.  The  increase 
of  attention  was  gradual  through  the  progress  of  the  summer.  At  the  com¬ 
munion  in  August  six  new  communicants  were  received*  and  in  Novem¬ 
ber  eight  others  came  for  the  first  time  to  the  ordinance. 

During  the  succeeding  winter  the  religious  excitement  seemed  to  ac¬ 
quire  vigour  and  spirit.  Several  persons  were  labouring  and  heavy  laden 
under  a  sense  of  their  sins,  while  some  were  made  to  rejoice  in  a  comforta¬ 
ble  hope  of  pardon,  through  the  Redeemer. 

In  May,  1815,  twenty-three  were  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the  church. 
This  seemed  under  the  divine  blessing  to  produce  a  solemn  and  serious 
effect  on  the  minds  of  many.  The  zeal  of  young  converts  received  a  new 
spring,  and  the  church  enjoyed  a  comfortable  season  through  the  ensuing 
three  months.  Many  sinners  were  awakened  and  some  hoped.  At  the  com¬ 
munion  in  August  seventeen  candidates  were  received.  It  was  a  solemn  day. 
Long  to  be  remembered  were  the  scenes  and  joys  of  that  day.  It  was  a  sea¬ 
son  of  refreshing  to  God’s  children,  the  like  of  which  is  seldom  enjoyed  on 
earth.  Saints  wept  for  joy,  and  sinners  sighed  in  anguish  of  heart  for  sin,  or 
poured  forth  their  tears  in  shuddering  horror  at  the  dreary  representation 
of  death  eternal,  which  they  were  made  to  realize. 

Previous  to  this  the  revival  had  been  like  a  gradual,  refreshing  rain,  in¬ 
creasing  slowly  as  it  advanced.  But  now  it  became  a  torrent.  Prayer  meet¬ 
ings  were  multiplied  and  revived.  Sometimes  the  most  silent  and  awful  so¬ 
lemnity  reigned  over  the  assembly.  Sometimes  irrepressible  sighs  burst 
from  every  quarter  of  the  audience.  Sometimes  the  tear  and  the  smile  on 
the  same  face,  bespoke  the  sudden  transition  from  overwhelming  anguish 
to  cheering  hope  in  the  Redeemer. 

These  appearances  continued  about  two  months  and  then  the  work  gra¬ 
dually  re-assumed  its  former  character,  accompanied  with  the  thankful 
songs  of  those  who  hoped  in  the  Lord  for  salvation. 

In  November,  seventy -three  were  added  to  the  communion;  persons  of 
all  ages  from  fourteen  to  seventy  years.  This  was  the  last  communion  ad¬ 
ministered  in  the  church.  The  scene  was  interesting  apd  joyous. 
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During  the  winter  past  this  work  has  continued.  Thirty  or  forty  have 
obtained  a  hope  in  Christ  since  the  last  communion.  The  prospect  is  still 
cheering  and  new  cases  of  conviction  occasionally  come  to  light.  The  zeal 
of  the  pious  continues,  and  a  general  attention  pervades  many  families.  It  is 
not  possible  to  state  with  certainty  what  number  now  have  serious  impres¬ 
sions,  and  anxiously  enquire  the  way  to  Christ.  Probably  twenty  or  thirty 
openly  ask,  “  what  they  shall  do  to  be  saved?”  while  some  others  are  seri  ; 
ous  but  do  not  wish  it  to  be  noticed. 

Throughout  the  whole  there  have  been  the  most  clear  evidences  that  it 
is  a  work  of  God.  Its  influence  has  been  happy  on  individuals,  families  and 
the  society  in  general.  Some  cases  have  been  remarkable  for  the  high  dis¬ 
play  of  irresistible  grace.  Nothing  could  more  clearly  delineate  the  sove¬ 
reignty  of  God’s  grace  than  the  selection  of  its  subjects  in  this  congre¬ 
gation. 

God  has  also  graciously  remembered  his  covenant  with  his  own  people. 
In  some  instances  almost  whole  families  of  youths,  children  of  believing 
parents,  have  been  brought  in,  afibrding  an  encouraging  demonstration  that 
God  hears  the  prayers  of  his  saints. 

Deep  conviction  of  sin,  awful  bodings  of  miseiy,  and  fearful  apprehensions 
of  never  obtaining  mercy,  have  characterised  most  of  the  cases,  in  time  of 
distress.  Some  have  been  suddenly  alarmed,  and  others  have  been  gradually 
overwhelmed  by  a  flood  of  anguish. 

Entire  abandonment  of  self-dependence,  resignation  to,  and  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  sovereignty  of  God,  faith  in  Christ,  as  all  and  in  all,  with 
a  reliance  of  the  soul  on  his  merits  only,  seem  to  mark  all  the  cases  of  hope. 
Some  have  cautiously  and  gradually  admitted  a  hope,  others  have  suddenly 
and  rapturously  embraced  the  Saviour,and  supposed  that  they  could  convince, 
at  once,  all  their  impenitent  friends.  Previous  to  this  revival  the  communi¬ 
cants  in  this  church  were  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  in  number.  One 
hundred  and  forty -two  have  been  since  received,  and  we  now  hope  for  about 
thirty  or  forty  more.  It  is  a  precious  season,  calculated  to  make  us  humble 
and  joyful.  May  it  continue,  till  all  shall  know  the  Lord! 


Protestant  Episcopal  Society ^ 

There  are  in  this  city  many  respectable  societies  instituted  for  the  lauda¬ 
ble  and  charitable  purpose  of  propagating  the  Christian  religion  at  home  and 
abroad.  In  many  of  them  Christians  of  different  sects  are  united.  This  cir¬ 
cumstance  is  greatly  felicitating  to  the  friends  of  religion,  and  strongly  evin¬ 
cive  of  pure  and  catholic  motives.  It  is  a  circumstance  full  of  consolation  and 
joy  that  those  who  acknowledge  the  Bible  as  the  standard  of  their  faith  and 
conduct,  however  divided  on  some  of  its  provisions,  agree  in  opinion  as  to  its 
value  to  mankind.  Independent  of  such  societies  and  associations,  wherein 
Christians  of  all  sects  are  united,  there  are  many  that  exist  under  the  patron¬ 
age  and  on  the  support  of  the  respective  churches.  Among  the  latter  is  the 
society  of  the  Protestant  Episcopd  Church,  for  the  advancement  of  Christi¬ 
anity.  This  society  is  composed  of  the  clergy  and  laity,  and  is  respectable  in 
every  point  of  view.  The  following  Report  of  that  society  is  deemed  worthy  of 
insertion.  _ 

The  Board  of  Trustees,  in  laying  before  the  Society  their  Fourth  Annual 
Report,  hope  they  will  not  be  considered  as  havi.ig  lost  sight  of  any  of  the 
objects  entrusted  to  their  care;  but  while  they  congratulate  themselves  on 
having  in  some  degree  effected  the  general  designs  of  the  institution,  they 
have  to  regret  that  from  causes  not  within  their  control,  they  have  been  dis¬ 
appointed  in  some  of  their  hopes  and  expectations. 


I  g  I^fiacellaneous  and  Religious  Intelligence. 

One  of  the  leading;  objects  of  the  board  has  been  to  procure  suitable  per* 
sons  to  act  as  missionaries;  trho  under  the  direction  of  the  society  might  be 
sent  to  supply  the  vacant  churches  in  this  diocese;  and  also  to  visit  those 
little  societies  of  Episcopalians  in  various  parts  of  the  state,  who  are  anxious 
to  have  the  Word  and  Ordinances  administered  under  that  authority 
which  they  arc  accustomed  to  acknowledge.  Accordingly,  at  an  early 
period  in  the  last  year  the  attention  of  the  trustees  was  directed  to  this  inter* 
esting  subject.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  devise  a  plan  by  which  the 
society  might  be  constantly  supplied  with  one  or  more  missionaries.  The 
report  of  this  committee  having  embraced  extensive  views  not  within  the  pre¬ 
sent  means  of  the  society,  its  general  subject  was  left  for  future  considera¬ 
tion.  In  the  mean  time  it  was  proposed  that  the  corresponding  secretary 
should  be  instructed  to  write  to  several  clergymen  of  our  church,  residing 
in  other  places,  and  make  known  to  them  the  wants  of  the  society,  request¬ 
ing  their  attention  to  this  subject.  This  was  accordingly  done;  and  at  first, 
hopes  were  entertained  that  one  or  more  persons  would  have  been  procured 
during  the  last  season.  When  it  was  ascertained,  however,  that  no  missionary 
could  be  obtained,  the  committee  having  the  superintendence  of  this  depart¬ 
ment,  were  instructed  to  write  to  the  different  missionary  stations,  account¬ 
ing  for  the  disappointment,  and  urging  them  to  persevere  in  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  our  Holy  Apostolic  Church. 

In  order,  however,  that  to  a  certain  extent  those  vacant  congregations  scat¬ 
tered  throughout  the  state,  might  be  occasionally  visited;  and  to  aid  and  assist 
in  carrying  into  effect  a  resolution  of  the  last  state  convention,’  providing  for 
the  occasional  supply  of  the  churches  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia; 
and  moreover  to  extend  as  much  as  possible  the  means  of  usefulness  of  this 
society,  it  was  thought  expedient  for  the  board,  to  offer  to  defray  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  such  missionaries  as  should  with  the  sanction  of  the  bishop  visit 
any  of  the  vacant  church.es,  provided  a  report  of  such  visit  be  laid  before 
them. 

As  yet,  there  have  been  no  reports  of  services  rendered  under  the  fore¬ 
going  resolution.  But  it  is  believed,  the  following  places  were  visited  during 
the  last  summer:— Chester,  Lardner,  Easton,  Reading,  and  New  London 
Cross-Roads. 

In  the  last  year  five  hundred  and  fifty-four  prayer  books  have  been  distri¬ 
buted,  principally  among  the  country  churches. 

The  trustees  would  have  been  able  to  dispose  of  many  more,  but  it  was 
thought  expedient  to  postpone  the  purchase  of  any  new  bwks,  until  the  ste¬ 
reotype  edition  now  printing  in  this  city  by  Messrs.  Maxwell  and  Fry^  should 
be  completed.  It  will  no  doubt  afford  great  pleasure  to  the  members  of  the 
society,  and  to  Episcopalians  generally,  to  learn  that  this  edition  will  soon  be 
finished,  when  they  will  be  enabled  to  procure  this  invaluable  compend  of  di¬ 
vine  truth  and  refined  devotion  at  an  unusually  reduced  price. 

By  a  report  of  the  committee  of  tracts  dated  in  June  last,  it  appeared  that 
those  purchased  and  published  by  the  society  heretofore,  had  nearly  all  been 
distributed.  A  few  copies,  however,  remain  of  the  following  titles. 

1  On  Baptismal  and  Spiritual  Regeneration. 

154  Pastoral  Advice  before  Confirmation. 

165  Pastoral  Advice  after  Confirmation. 

I  On  Good  Friday. 

15  Companions  to  the  Common  Prayer  Book. 

7 6  St.  Paul’s  Opinion  of  Jesus  Christ. 

6  Nelson  on  Confirmation. 

149  Bishop  Wilson’s  Sacra  Privata. 

II  these,  there  have  been  purchased  of  the  assignees  of  Messrs. 

Bi  adford  and  inskeep — 
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595  Copies  of  Bishop  Dehon’s  Sermon  before  the  General  Convention. 
315  do.  Bishop  Hobart’s  do.  do.  do. 

43 1  do.  Dr.  Croes’  do.  do.  do. 

1368  do.  Exposition  of  Church  Catechism,  by  Dr.  Mann. 

1643  do.  Church  Catechism,  in  Small  Questions  and  Answers. 

515  do.  St.  Paul’s  Opinion  of  Jesus  Christ. 

53  do.  Instructions  on  Confirmation. 

513  do.  Directions  for  Public  Worship. 

S87  do.  Discourses  on  Baptism. 

488  do.  Pastoral  Advice  before  Confirmation. 

563  do.  Pastoral  Advice  after  Confirmtition. 

7348  copies  in  the  whole.  About  the  same  tin^e,  in  consideration  of  the  small 
number  left  of  many  of  the  above  tracts,  and  because  they  afforded  no  gene* 
ral  assortment,  to  enable  the  trustees  to  answer  the  various  demands  made 
upon  them  from  distant  places;  and  above  all,  in  consideration  that  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  this  institution  may  be  greatly  extended  by  devising  measures  and  pur¬ 
suing  plans  for  the  more  general  distribution  of  these  **  little  books,”  they 
directed  such  a  number  to  be  printed  as  would  render  it  unnecessary  in  all 
probability,  to  publish  again  in  some  time.  There  are  at  present  in  the  press, 
and  nearly  completed,  two  thousand  copies  of  each  of  the  following: 

Bishop  Gibson’s  Tract  on  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

Extract  from  Bishop  Beveridge’s  Sermon  on  the  Excellence  of  the  Liturgy. 
A  Treatise  on  the  Nature  and  Constitution  of  the  Christian  Church,  by 
William  Stevens. 

Archbishop  Synge’s  Essay  towards  making  the  Knowledge  of  Religion 
Easy  to  the  meanest  capacity. 

Bishop  Gibson  on  the  Observation  of  the  Lord’s  Day. 

Bishop  Gibson  on  the  Duty  of  Family  Worship. 

Christians’  Daily  Devotions. 

The  Careless  Sinner  Awakened,  and  the  Awakened  Sinner  urged  to  an  Im¬ 
mediate  Consideration,  and  Cautioned  against  Delay. 

Extract  from  The  Dairyman’s  Daughter. 

The  Shepherd  of  Salisbury  Plain. 

The  greatest  difficulty  which  has  occurred  to  the  minds  of  the  board,  has 
been  to  fix  upon  a  suitable  plan  by  which  these  tracts  might  be  generally  dis¬ 
tributed;  and  here  they  would  wish  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  society  generally,  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  this  branch  of  their 
charities.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  the  circulation  of  Religious  T racts  can  effect 
no  valuable  end.  Such  has  not  been  the  opinion  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  in 
the  Christian  Church,  who  have  seen  as  the  result  of  pious  exertion  in  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  the  world,  the  blessing  of  God  accompanying  these  little  labours. 
In  order  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  this  subject,  we  must  not  consider 
these  tracts  as  merely  aiding  in  the  Work  of  Salvation  where  the  means  of 
grace  are  all  enjoyed.  Although  even  there  they  may  be  extensively  useful. 
Their  greatest  benefit  is  felt,  where  the  voice  of  a  living  messenger  is  sel¬ 
dom  heard,  and  where  the  interference  of  pious  remonstrance  would  not  be 
endured.  The  excellency  of  this  plan  of  instruction  consists  in  this,  that  with 
the  greatest  facility  they  may  be  circulated  wherever  they  may  suit  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  those  intended  to  be  benefited.  Not  only  may  they  be  an  accepta¬ 
ble  present  in  the  mansions  of  ease  and  comfort,  and  doubly  welcome  in  the 
cottages  of  the  poor,  but  the  soldier  in  bis  camp,  the  sailor  on  the  deep,  the 
invalid  in  hospitals,  the  debtor,  the  captive  and  the  criminal  while  confined  in 
prisons,  may  all  become  the  subjects  of  divine  grace,  through  the  instru¬ 
mentality  of  these  trifling  agents.  And  moreover  in  those  waste  places  of  our 
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Zion,  where  the  flock  of  Christ  are  straying  without  a  shepherd,  wc  can  in 
this  way  in  some  degree  supply  their  wants;  while  we  instruct  them  in  pure 
evangelical  doctrine,  we  are  also  enabled  to  recommend  an  adherence  to  our 
excellent  church. 

While  the  trustees  would  recommend  this  subject  to  the  attention  of  the 
society,  they  would  also  inform  them,  that  by  a  late  resolution  of  the  board, 
each  member  will  be  entitled  to  receive  gratuitously  a  number  of  tracts, 
which  at  the  price  of  publication,  shall  be  equal  to  one  half  of  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  money;  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  those  who  can  devote  a  por¬ 
tion  of  their  time  to  visiting,  and  religious  instruction,  that  they  would  avail 
themselves  of  the  advantages  hereby  intended  to  be  afforded  them. 

The  clergy  of  the  church  wh©  are  members  of  this  society  are  also  respec¬ 
tively  informed,  that  they  will  •hereafter  be  entitled  to  receive  any  number  of 
tracts  free  of  expense,  which  they  may  want  for  their  own  distribution. 

Another  subject  in  which  the  board  of  trustees  have  taken  no  little  interest, 
was  the  establishment  of  a  new  church  in  the  Northern  Liberties.  At  an  early 
period  in  the  last  year,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Epis¬ 
copalians  residing  in  that  township,  and  use  their  influence  to  promote  the 
desired  object.  Trom  the  zeal  manifested  by  those  gentlemen  more  immedi¬ 
ately  concerned,  who  gladly  seized  this  opportunity  to  provide  for  themselves 
and  their  children  a  house  of  worship;  in  consideration  that  a  lot  of  ground 
bad  been  many  years  before,  devised  by  William  Coates,  for  the  site  of  an 
Episcopal  Church;  and  in  dependence  upon  the  known  liberality  of  the  Epis¬ 
copalians  in  this  city,  it  was  thought  proper  to  encourage  the  undertaking; 
and  accordingly  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  has  been  appropriated  to  that 
object.  The  trustees  are  happy  to  inform  the  society,  that  on  the  eighteenth 
of  September  last,  the  corner  stone  of  the  said  church  was  laid;  and  be- 
Ibre  the  winter  weather  could  injure  it,  the  building  was  enclosed,  and  per¬ 
fectly  secured.  Exertions  have  been  made  ever  since  last  winter  to  collect 
the  congregation  who  are  to  worship  in  the  church  when  finished.  In  the 
month  of  March  last,  divine  service  was  commenced  on  Sunday  evenings,  in 
the  Commissioners’  Hall  in  Third  Street,  and  continued  by  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Milnor  and  Kemper,  alternately,  until  the  eighteenth  of  June,  when  a  cler¬ 
gyman  was  engaged  to  ofliciate  statedly:  since  which  time,  there  has  been  ser¬ 
vice  twice*  every  week. 

It  was  made  known  to  the  board,  by  a  committee  from  the  Episcopalians 
residing  in  Orwell  Township,  Bradford  County,  that  a  Member  of  the  &- 
ciety  had  presented  them  with  an  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  be  made  use  of  as 
a  glebe;  whereupon  the  thanks  of  the  society  were  ordered  to,  be  presented 
him  for  his  liberal  donation. 


After  defraying  all  the  expenses  of  the  last  year,  it  appears  that  the  fund  of 
this  society  has  been  increased,  from  4613  dollars  and  47  cents  to  6007  dol¬ 
lars  47  cents;  that  there  have  been  received  2260  dollars  and  26  cents,  and 
expended  2082  dollars  and  31  cents,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasurer’s 
hand  of  177  dollars  and  95  cents.  Within  the  same  time  have  been  added  to 
the  society  twenty-three  new  members,  eighteen  annual,  and  five  life  subscri¬ 
bers.  It  is  confidently  hoped  that  Episcopalians  generally  will  by  this  time 
have  been  convinced  of  the  benefits  which  may  flow  from  an  institution  com¬ 
bining  such  various  views  of  usefulness;  and  when. they  consider  that  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  this  association  cannot  be  effected  to  any  great  extent  without  an  in¬ 
crease  of  their  means,  they  will  come  forward,  and  by  their  individual  con¬ 
tributions,  manifest  a  determination  to  give  effectual  aid  to  the  only  society  in 
this  state,  exclusively  Episcopalian.  The  prospects  which  open  before  us  on 
every  hand,  are  calculated  to  interest  all  our  faculties.  As  Christians,  we  feel 
a  common  interest  in  extending  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus 
Christ;”  as  Episcopalians,  we  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  great  interests  of 
at  ^Inirrh  to  which  it  is  our  happiness  to  belong;  and^while  we  witness  with 
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great  pleasure)  the  labours  of  all  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  cause  of  our 
Common  Master,  and  wish  them  God  speed)”  we  would  fain  trust)  that  by 
the  exertions,  and  liberal  benefactions  of  the  members  of  our  church  gene* 
rally,  we  will  be  enabled  to  carry  into  complete  effect,  all  the  objects  of  the 
institution. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  board, 

WILLIAM  WHITE,  President. 


Report  of  the  Philadelphia  Female  Bible  Society, 

The  second  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Female  Bible  Society  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  was  held  on  Wednesday,  the  27th  March,  1816.  The  business  of  the 
day  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  White;  after  which  the 
following  report  was  presented  and  read:— - 

At  this  period  of  another  revolving  year,  when  your  managers  are  called 
upon  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Female  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia, 
it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that,  in  fulfilling  this  duty,  they  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  observing  the  more  than  wonderful,  the  astonishing  thirst  for  im¬ 
provement  and  knowledge  in  the  holy  scriptures  which  prevails  in  evgry 
direction. 

When  we  consider  the  results  that  have  attended  the  exertions  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  established  at  so  recent  a  date  as  in  the 
year  1 804,  and  that  there  have  been  issued  from  that  society  alone,  in  the 
course  of  eleven  years,  upwards  of  a  million  three  hundred  thousand  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  and  that  they  have  given  rise  to  similar  associations  in 
every  quarter  of  the  world,  in  aid  of  the  pious  design,  u'e  cannot  withhold 
our  acknowledgments  of  the  exalted  merits  of  the  first  founders  of  the 
plan;  their  names  should  be  enrolled  in  the  brightest  annals  of  history.  As 
the  instrument  in  the  hands  of  Providence  of  rendering  much  good  to  man¬ 
kind,  the  influence  of  the  holy  word  appears  to  be  extended  in  all  languages; 
from  the  east  unto  the  west,  and  from  the  north  unto  the  south,  it  is  uni¬ 
versally  received  with  gratitude  and  readiness  of  mind,  and  is  unto  many  a 
cause  of  great  joy.  In  the  limited  sphere  of  our  experience  numerous  cases 
have  occurred,  where  that  joy  has  been  evinced  in  expressions  of  the  most 
animated  thankfulness,  for  the  donation  of  a  Bible.  Your  managers  derive 
great  satisfaction  from  a  retrospect  of  the  usefulness  which  we  hope  our 
efforts  have  attained,  in  distributing  to  the  lowly  needy,  the  oracles  of  life. 
It  might  be  considered  as  entering  into  too  minute  a  detail,  were  we  to  re¬ 
port  the  many  interesting  examples  that  have  come  under  the  notice  of  the 
managers  of  this  society,  of  the  impressions  made  by  the  giving  of  a  Bible; 
but  the  relation  of  one  instance  affecting  and  illustrative  we  hope  will  not  be 
deemed  obtrusive  or  irrelevant;  a  poor  woman  to  Whom  a  Bible  had  been 
given,  on  being  visited  by  the  lady  who  had  supplied  her,  accosted  her  be¬ 
nefactress  with  saying,  <  Oh!  that  I  could  sufficiently  thank  you;  but  I  have 
the  comfort  of  knowing  that  you  will  be  blessed  by  One  greater  than  me!' 
Surely  our  humble  exertions  are  amply  rewarded  by  such  returns:  and  when 
we  reflect,  that  the  Eternal  condescends  to  make  use  of  us  as  the  means  of 
communicating  his  holy  word  to  some  of  his  creatures,  who  for  happiness 
were  created,  but  who  have  hitherto  remained  in  darkness  and  doubt,  are 
we  not  awakened  to  a  grateful  sense  of  his  goodness,  and  excited  to  perse¬ 
vere  with  energy  in  the  work,  which  our  heavenly  Father  hath  appointed  us? 

^  In  observing  the  successful  progress  made  by  the  different  Bible  So¬ 
cieties  of  Europe,  in  spreading  abroad  the  holy  scriptures,  even  amidst  the 
din  of  war,  thereby  manifesting  the  goodness  and  greatness  of  our  God, 
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offering  comfort  and  hope  to  the  wretched;  who  can  resist  the  feeling 
that  would  impel  us  to  perform  some  part  in  diffusing  the  gospel  light 
among  the  ignorant  and  destitute  of  this  our  western  hemisphere?  The 
bright  example  from  the  east  has  had  the  happy  effect,  and  already  there 
have  been  formed  (according  to  the  intelligence  received)  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  societies  in  the  United  States  for  circulating  the 
book  of  life;  the  first  of  which  was  established  in  the  city  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  The  increasing  zeal  evinced  throughout  our  favoured  land,  fur¬ 
nishes  well  grounded  expectation,  that  more  associations  will  soon  be  added 
to  the  list  already  known,  especially  as  the  female  part  of  the  community 
unite  their  efforts  in  a  cause  so  intimately  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race.  It  is  an  agreeable  reflection,  that  the  establishment  of  this  insti¬ 
tution  Vas  so  favourably  received  and  the  plan  adopted  by  our  sisters  in 
many  parts  of  our  own,  and  the  neighbouring  states:  several  communica¬ 
tions  have  been  sent  to  us,  expressive  of  the  general  approbation;  and 
among  others,  an  acceptable  attention  shown  towards  it  from  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  by.the  transmission  through  their  assistant  secretary 
of  the  10th  and  1 1th  Reports  of  that  society,  with  some  pamphlets  relative 
to  their  proceedings.  Attentions  of  this  sort,  cannot  but  excite  a  due  ac¬ 
knowledgment  from  this  society  and  animate  their  exertions,  as  they  prove 
that  the  small  contribution  which  this  society  has  in  its  power  to  afford,  is 
of  value  in  the  general  cause.  Much  has  been  done,  yet  much  remains  to 
be  effected.  It  would  be  a  pleasing  task  to  collect  and  detail  the  various  in¬ 
teresting  information  that  might  be  obtained  from  the  reports  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  Bible  Societies  that  have  appeared  in  print,  of  the  extended  circulation 
of  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation;*’  but  it  would  exceed  the  objects  of  the 
present  report.  Suffice  it  to  mention,  that  the  New-York  Bible  Society  alone, 
have  issued  for  gratuitous  distribution,  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
the  present  year,  fourteen  hundred  and  six  Bibles;  and  that  they  had  then 
on  hand  five  hundred  and  seventy -two  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  different 
languages.  That  the  Bible  Society  of  Philadelphia  gratuitously  distributed 
in  one  year,  preceding  May,  1815,  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  Bibles  and  Testaments,  besides  about  five  thousand  New  Testaments 
in  the  French  language,  distributed  in  Louisiana  and  the  adjacent  territories; 
and  that  they  issued  from  their  stereotype  press  in  the  same  period,  twenty- 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six  Bibles  and  Testaments;  exhi¬ 
biting  a  zeal  and  exertion  in  that  society  which  cannot  fail  of  being  attended 
with  success  and  advantage  to  the  general  community.  The  Female  Bible 
Society  of  Philadelphia  have  with  much  gratification  distributed  wherever 
the  desire  has  been  expressed,  or  the  utility  apparent,  since  the  last  annual 
report,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  Bibles,  in  the  following 
manner. 

To  Mr.  Samuel  Bradford  for  the  use  of  an  Adult  School  -  -  .  73 

To  Miss  Whitehead  for  a  female  Adult  School  -  -  -  53 

To  Miss  Whitehead,  for  the  Lydian  Society  -  -  -  35 

1  o  Messrs.  Mills  &  Smith,  on  their  application,  to  be  s^nt  to  Louisiana  100 
For  distribution  in  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania,  -  -  100 

T.  o  Rochewav^  Morris  Countv.  New-Jf'.rsf'v.  _  _  -  _ 
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To  Miss  Turner  to  be  distributed  in  Maryland  -  -  -  24 

To  Mr.  Joseph  Street,  for  Illinois  Territory  -  .  -  -  lo2 

To  Mrs.  Wilder,  Cape  May,  New-Jersey,  to  be  distributed  -  12 

To  Mrs.  Snyder,  to  be  given  among  the  waggoners  from  the  country,  in 

Market  street  -  -  -  -  -  -14 

To  the  different  members  of  the  Society  for  distribution,  and  to  sundry 

poor  persons  ^  -  .  -  -  401 

Also  to  Mrs.  Montgomery  for  especial  distribution  -  .  -  7 

Mrs.  Latimer,  to  be  sent  into  York  County,  Pennsylvania,  -  -  12 

To  Eliza  Collet,  for  Female  Bible  Society,  Lebanon,  Ohio,  -  SO 
To  Mrs.  Josiah,  New-Jersey,  -  -  -  -  -  .  12 

To  Mrs.  Keppele  -  ..----7 

For  a  new  adult  school  opened  in  Southwark,  under  the  cai»e  of  the 

Female  Philanthropic  Society  -  -  .  -  -  18 

To  sundry  poor  persons  -  -  -  -  -  -  9 

The  expense  of  the  purchase  of  those  Bibles  has  been  discharged  by  the 
funds  of  the  Society,  which  arise  from  an  annual  subscription  of  its  mem¬ 
bers,  of  such  donations  as  are  liberally  made,  and  the  investment  of  life 
subscriptions. 

It  appears  by  the  Report  at  our  last  annual  meeting,  that  there  were  then, 
635  annual  subscribers,  and  10  life  subscribers; — in  addition,  there  was 
received,  as  donations,  the  amount  of  8385  And  we  have  the  pleasure 
to  state,  that  there  has  also  been  an  addition  to  our  list,  of  fifty-one  annual 
subscribers,  of  three  life  subscriptions,  and  of  fifty  one  dollars  as  donations 
to  the  Society. 

'  Besides  the  discharge  of  incidental  expenses,  the  Society  have  been  ena¬ 
bled  to  contribute,  and  have  paid  to  the  Philadelphia  Bible  Society,  the  sum 
of  81000  in  aid  of  their  purchase  of  a  larger  size  stereotype  for  publish¬ 
ing  the  New  Testament;  and  there  now  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  trea¬ 
surer  of  this  Society  the  amount  of  8127  as  will  appear  by  the  trea¬ 
surer's  account. 

From  this  brief  exhibit,  the  Society  have  cause  of  thankfulness  for  the 
benevolent  dispositions  of  its  members,  and  for  the  assistance  they  have  re¬ 
ceived  in  promoting  the  great  objects  of  the  institution. 

The  rapid  multiplication  of  similar  societies,  throughout  our  country, 
evinces  the  interest  that  has  been  raised  in  almost  every  circle  to  advance 
that  Kingdom  which  alone  can  stand;  and  will  justify  the  conclusion  that  a 
new  light  hath  broken  forth  upon  the  world,  and  that  every  ensuing  anniver¬ 
sary  will  afford  new  hopes,  that  the  Lord  our  God  will  cause  righteousness 
and  praise  to  spring  forth  before  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  support  which  the  Bible  affords  to  those  who  have  suffered  under 
the  pressure  of  affliction,  there  are,  perhaps,  some  among  us,  whose  own 
experience  can  feelingly  evidence.  To  such  the  being  made  instrumental  in 
communicating  the  source  of  comfort  to  a  fellow  sufferer,  is  a  privilege  at 
once  soothing  and  consolatory.  The  truths  and  promises  which  the  Scriptures 
contain,  alone  have  the  power  of  mitigating  the  anguish  of  an  almost  broken 
lieart,  under  the  afflictive  dispensations  of  an  almighty,  allwise — yet  infi¬ 
nitely  merciful  Providence.  Unsearchable  are  thy  ways.  Oh!  God — yet 
mercy  and  goodness  are  revealed  in  thy  most  Holy  Word; — favored,  indeed, 
are  those,  who  have  been  early  initiated  in  its  sacred  mysteries!  When  the 
day  of  trials  (and  trials  we  must  expect  in  this  sublunary  state)  and  when 
the  hour  of  death  approaches,  they  are  ready  prepared.  When  temporal 
sorrows  overwhelm  the  soul,  or  when  perplexing  temptations  assail  our 
faith,  the  sacred  Scriptures  are  calculated  to  calm  the  most  troubled  spirit 
and  to  dispel  the  darkest  clouds. 
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Under  the  firm  conviction  of  the  justness  of  this  statement,  we  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  perse verc^  in  the  undertaking  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
grateful  that  we  are  permitted  so  high  a  privilege. — To  Him  alone  to  whom 
must  be  attributed  the  first  excitement  of  the  spirit  in  us  to  make  the  at¬ 
tempt,  and  giving  the  attempt  a  good  effect,  be  all  the  glory! 

Accompanying  the  preceding  interesting  report  is  an  abstract  of  the  trea¬ 
surer’s  accounts  for  the  year,  audited  by  a  committee  from  the  board  of 
managers,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  society  received  in  donations,  life 
subscriptions,  and  annual  subscriptions,  the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred  and 
fifty-two  dollars  and  twelve  cents,  and  expended  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
and  twenty-two  dollars  and  thirty  seven  cents;  leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents.  Treasurer 
Mrs.  Mary  Montgomei*y,  auditors  Mrs.  Anne  Patterson,  Mrs.  Dorothea 
Dale,  and  Mrs.  Juliana  Miller. 

/ 

The  society  having  transacted  the  business  for  which  it  convened,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  election  of  its  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  following 
ladies  were  thereupon  chosen. 

President. '  Treasurer. 

Mrs.  RALSTON.  Mrs.  M.  MONTGOMERY. 


Corresfionding  Secretary 
Mrs.  E.  CHAUNCEY 


Vice  Presidents. 
Mrs.  CHEW, 
JOSIAH, 
MURRAY, 

T.  LATIMER 


Recording  Secretary 
Mrs.  KEEN. 


MANAGERS 


Mrs.  M‘PHERSON, 
MILLER, 

Miss  PARK, 

Mrs.  PATTERSON, 
RUSH, 
SPERRY, 
STAUGHTON 
YORKE. 


Mrs.  BANCKER, 
BROADHEAD 
BUDD, 

DALE, 
HASKINS, 
JANEWAY, 
KEPPELE, 
MARKOE,  F. 


Juvenile  Female  Bible  Society. . 

The  youi>g  ladies  of  Mrs.  Osborne*s  Seminaryi  having  resolved  to  form 
themselves  into  a  society  to  distribute  gratuitously  the  holy  scriptures, 
without  note  or  comment,  do  adopt  the  following  articles  for  their  govern¬ 
ment. 

1st.  This  society  shall  be  called  the  «  Philadelphia  Juvenile  Bible  So¬ 
ciety.” 

2d.  Every  person  becoming  a  member  shall  pay  as  a  contribution  one 
cent  per  week. 

3d.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in 
April;  when  the  officers  and  managers  shall  be  elected. 

The  concerns  of  the  society  shall  be  conducted  by  a  president,  vice- 
president,  secretary,  treasurer,  and  six  managers;  who  shall  report  annually 
to  the  society. 

5th.  The  managers  shall  meet  to  transact  business,  on  notice  from  the 
president. 

6th.  The  managers  may  make  laws  for  the  government  of  the  board. 
Four,  with  the  president,  shall  be  a  quorum. 
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7th.  The  president  and  managers  may  solicit  and  receive  donations  in 
aid  of  the  funds  of  the  society. 

8th.  The  constitution  can  only  be  altered  at  an  annual  meeting,  by  the 
concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

President',  Mary  AhnHaslett.  Caroline  Hali.. 

Fice-firesidenty'LoviSA.  Dumas.  Treasurer,  ^0  Osborne. 

Managers. 

.aUSANNAH  BUNTING,  MARY  M.  JACKSON, 

SUSAN  JACKSON,  .  CATHARINE  HOLLAWAY, 

HANNAH  FARREN,  REBECCA  MCMULLEN. 

March,  27,  1816. 

On  Redeeming  Time. 

The  following  elegant  and  appropriate  extract  is  made  from  Discourse 
f>n  Redeeming  Time^^  by  the  Rev.  R.  Morehead.  It  is  replete  with  senti¬ 
ments  of  morality  which  all  must  approve,  and  abounds  with  pathetic  allu* 
sions  to  those  unavoidable  calamities  which  all  must  experience.  It  should 
stimulate  us,  constantly  and  dispassionately  to  review  the  past,  and  solemn¬ 
ly  to  meditate  on  the  future. 

«  There  are  times  interposed  by  the  bounty  of  Providence,  when,  without 
'the  severe  discipline  of  suffering,  the  most  thoughtless  are  naturally  called 
to  reflection;  when  the  young  check,  for  a  moment,  the  boundless  career  of 
hope;  and  when  the  old  rouse  themselves  from  the  slumber  of  forgetfulness, 
in  which  the  lone  habit  of  existence  has  involved  them.  Such  is  the  season 
of  the  departing  winter,  when  an  unbroken  portion  of  time,  through  which 
we  have  lately  passed,  is  at  once  presented  to  oUr  view;  and  when  our 
thoughts  run  back  to  the  recollection  of  the  similar  periods  which  were  for¬ 
merly  allotted  to  us,  and  forward  to  the  uncertain  anticipation  of  those  which 
we  may  yet  enjoy,  before  the  termination  of  our  course  upon  earth.  The 
moment,  my  brethren,  is  one  of  tender  feeling,  and  of  serious  reflection; 
and  the  state  of  mind  which  it  produces  is  favourable  to  those  exalted  sen¬ 
timents  which  detach  us  from  mortality,  and  invigorate  our  steps  in  that  sub¬ 
lime  path,  the  termination  of  which  is  in  heaven.  I  need  not,  therefore, 

.  apologise  for  requesting  your  attention,  at  this  time,  to  a  few  of  those  re¬ 
flections  which  moments  such  as  the  present  call  forth.  One  of  the  first 
recollections  which  presents  itself  to  us,  when  we.  look  back  upon  the  years 
that  are  past,  is  the  remembrance  of  those  friends  and  companions,  whose 
society  constituted  their  principal  charm.  From  some  of  these  wc  have 
since  been  separated  by  their  or  our  misconduct;  from  others  by  absence,  and 
the  different  accidents  of  human  life;  from  more,  perhaps,  by  death.  Those 
among  us  who  have  lived  the  longest  in  the  world,  must  have  the  greatest 
number  of  such  melancholy  but  tender  reflections;  and  from  the  summit  of 
their  advanced  years,  must  behold  the  fleeting  forms  of  their  dearest  con¬ 
nections  passing  in  shadowy  review  before  them.*— To  the  youngest  amongst 
us,  however,  some  such  remembrances  must  occur;  some  youthful  com¬ 
panion,  or  some  venerable  parent,  of  whom  death  has  deprived  them  for 
ever.— Thei'e  are,  indeed,  few  who  have  advanced  beyond  the  period  of  in¬ 
fancy,  whose  years  have  not  carried  them  through  some  evil  through 

some  of  those  afflictions  which  are  the  portion  of  our  nature,  which  leave  a 
deep  trace  in  the  heart,  and  which  improve  while  they  wound  it.  The  re¬ 
collections  are  mournful,  my  brethren,  but  they  are  salutary;  they  carry 
“  healing  on  their  wings^*^  and  they  advance,  w  ith  every  revolving  year,  to 
restrain,  with  gentle  force,  the  impetuosity  of  our  passions,  or  to  rouse  the 
soul  from  its  slumbers. 
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«  They  tell  us,  first  of  all,  that  the  kind  affections  of  our  nature  are  those 
which  leave  the  most  durable  impressions;  that  all  occupations  in  which 
these  are  not  engaged,  are  in  some  respects  foreign  from  our  hearts,  and  do 
not  voluntarily  present  themselves  to  our  memory;  and  that  it  is  only  when 
he  loves,  and  is  beloved,  that  man  accomplishes  the  purpose  of  his  being. 
They  tell  us  farther,  that  this  purpose  can  never  meet  with  its  full  accom* 
plishment  on  earth;  that  the  “  time  and  chance  which  happen  to  all  things," 
interrupt,  likewise,  the  course  of  our  tenderest  affections;  and  that  in  the 
ruins  of  winter,  with  which  the  departing  year  surrounds  him,  man  is  not 
only  called  to  mourn  the  decay  of  nature,  but,  it  may  be,  the  loss  of  all 
which  kindled  the  glow  of  love  in  his  heart.  They  tell  us,  finally,  not  to 
grieve  like  those  who  have  no  hope:  in  the  memory  of  departed  love  and 
virtue,  the  prophecy  of  immortality  is  involved;  and  when  we  call  to  mind 
the  forms  of  those  whose  kind  offices  were  the  solace  of  our  early  years,  or 
whose  virtues  animated  our  youthful  emulation,  we  feel  that  we  are  not 
conversing  with  the  dead,  but  with  “  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect." 
While  these  recollections  inform  us  that  there  is  a  winter  of  immortality 
over  which  our  tears  have  fallen,  they  point  at  the  same  time  to  an  eternal 
spring,  when  every  tear  shall  be  wiped  away;  and  they  leave  us  inspired 
with  the  high  and  holy  ambition  to  «  redeem  the  time"  which  we  have  lost, 
and  to  be  no  longer  slothful,  but  folloviers  of  them  who  through  faith  and 
patience  have  inherited  the  promises. 

«  In  the  second  place,  my  brethren,  when  we  look  back  upon  our  departed 
years,  we  naturally  consider  in  what  manner  we  have  been  employed  in  their 
cause.  In  a  review  of  this  kind,  the  best  amongst  us  will  be  conscious  that 
they  «  have  left  undone  many  things  which  they  ought  to  have  done,  and 
have  done  many  things  which  they  ought  not  to  have  done.”  They  will 
wonder,  indeed,  at  the  apparent  vacuity  which  they  have  left  behind  them: 
at  the  small  number  of  good  actions  which  rise  among  the  crowd  of  such  as 
cither  are  pernicious  or  insignificant.  At  the  same  time,  they  will  feel  that 
their  good  actions  are  those  alone  which  they  can  have  much  satisfaction 
in  recollecting;  that  they  are  lamps  which  shed  a  consoling  beam  upon  the 
darkness  which  surrounds  them;  and,  while  they  would  willingly  forget  some 
part  of  their  conduct,  and  are  indifferent  to  the  recollection  of  the  greater 
part,  they  can  pause,  with  a  tranquil  sentiment  of  enjoyment,  on  those  deeds 
of  light  which  have  distinguished  their  path.” 


The  following  Latin  poem  is  by  the  apostolic  Jesuit  Francis  Xavier.  It 
may  be  a  matter  of  amusement  to  some  one  to  furnish  a  translation  of  it. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  receive  one  worthy  of  the  sentiments  of  the  original. 

Oh  Ocus!  ego  amo  te;  Xc  pro  ine  peccatore. 

Nec  arao  te  ut  salves  ine;  Cur  igitur  non  aniem  te? 

Aut  quia  non  amantes  te  01,  Jesu  amantissime! 

^terno  punis  igne.  Non  ut  in  coelo  salves  me, 

Tu,  tu  nil  Jesu!  totura  ine,  Aut  ne  seternum  daiunes  roe, 

**'  cruce;  Nec  premii  ulla  spe; 

1  ulisli  clavos,  lanceam,  Sgj  sicut  tu  amdsti  me, 

Multamque  ignominiam.  Sic  amo  et  amabo  te: 

nnumeixis  dolores,  Solum  quia  Rex  nieus  es, 

Sudores,  et  angores,  Et  solum  quia  Deus  cs. 

mortem;  et  htcc  propter  nie| 
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